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to the progress of the laboratory, in which she passes the greater
part of her day.
Slowly, the stingy State made a place for Pierre Curie within
the framework of its officialdom. Workrooms for him were
reluctantly yielded square foot by square foot; on an incon-
venient bit of land were built two rooms which were known in
advance to be insufficient.
A rich woman, moved by this paradoxical situation, offered
her help to the Curies, and spoke to them of building an insti-
tute in some quiet suburb. Regaining hope, Pierre Curie con-
fided his plans and desires to her.
Pierre Curie to Madame de X . . . February 6th, 1906:
MADAME,
Enclosed you will find the indications you asked for about
the desired laboratory. These indications are not absolute, and
can be modified in taking account of the situation, of the space
and the resources at our disposal.
. . . We have insisted strongly on this question of a laboratory
in the country because it is of capital importance for us to live
with our children where we work. Children and a laboratory
exact the constant presence of those who take care of them.
And, for my wife especially, life is very difficult when the house
and the laboratory are far from each other. At times the double
task is beyond her strength.
A calm life outside of Paris would be very favourable to
scientific research and the laboratories could only gain by being
transferred there. On the other hand, life in the middle of the
city is destructive for children, and my wife cannot decide to
bring them up under such conditions.
We are extremely touched by your solicitude with respect
to us.
I beg of you, madame, to accept our respectful greetings with
my thanks.
This generous plan came to nothing.  Eight years more of